
TERRIFIC NEW THEATRE announces auditions for its production of: 
 

THE RECIPE BOX 
Written and Directed By: Del Shores 
Starring:   Emerson Collins 
 
SHOW SYNOPSIS: 
The Recipe Box is an emotionally layered Southern dramedy about heartbreak, healing, and unexpected 
connection. When Joah leaves his husband Rick—an emotionally fragile math professor—for a younger man, 
Rick is left in chaos. Also left behind is Joah’s outspoken, whiskey-loving, gambling-addicted mother, Lou 
Wanda, who suddenly finds herself with no home and no plan. As the two navigate their cohabitation, Lou 
Wanda begins cooking from Rick’s late mother’s recipe box, stirring up memories, regrets, and long-buried 
truths. With support from Rick’s dramatic best friend Oona, this unlikely duo forms a bond in the wake of 
“the departure,” discovering that even the messiest ingredients can make something unexpectedly 
nourishing. Rich in Southern flavor and sharp humor, The Recipe Box serves up a heartfelt exploration of 
love, loss, and the families we choose. 
 
NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR, Del Shores: 
Thank you so much for your valuable time and interest in THE RECIPE BOX at Terrific New Theatre.  If 
possible, I’d love for you to be off book—or close to it—for your audition. I find that it allows for a deeper 
connection with the character, and gives me more to work with you.  Also, if you can, please read the full 
script before your audition. It’ll help you understand the world and tone of the play—and your character’s 
journey within it.  I adore actors. Your audition will be a safe and welcoming space. 
 
AUDITION AND SHOW DETAILS: 

• Auditions will be held SUNDAY, August 17 from 6:00p-10:00pm. Sides for each character are 
available for download on the audition page of the TNT website. NOTE: The director would like you to 
be as off book as possible for your audition, and he is asking that you read the entire play before you 
arrive. 

• To arrange an audition time, please complete submit this form: GOOGLE FORM 
The audition form collects your information, and puts you on the list for the 17th. 

• Callbacks will be held on Monday, August 18 from 6:00pm to 10:00pm. 
• Auditions and callbacks are in person at: 

Terrific New Theatre 
2112 5th Avenue North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 

• Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, January 4, 2026. The rehearsal schedule will be provided in 
advance of the first rehearsal, based on performer availability. As this is a World Premiere and 
director will be in town for the entire process, rehearsals will be Monday through Friday, 6p to 10p, 
PLUS one, long rehearsal on the weekend...either Saturday (10a to 6p), or Sunday (12p to 6p). This 
detail will be decided by the director and his cast. 

• The production runs February 5 to February 22, 2026, with performances Thursday – Saturday at 
7:30pm and Sunday at 2:30pm. No conflicts with performance dates will be permitted. 
 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN 
 
Rick Sprague:   This role is not available 
Lou Wanda Bailess:  any race, 70’s, Joah’s mother 
Joah Bailess:   any race, 35, Lou Wanda’s son and Rick’s husband, handsome, lawyer 
Oona La Veck:  any race, 40’s, female, theatre professional, Rick’s best friend 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe87YXcOC8ppYBf2UvNe-x1LNHL3aI5dKRX5wUHpNfF2ADvmg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115379649110165358245

